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moment attacked the troops which we had in the open
ground with his entire force. Being outnumbered, we had
to give way till the rest of our army came up, and were com-
pelled to retreat towards the causeway. Fortunately the
way was very broad, which made it easy for us to march
in sections. Directly we left the plain the cavalry became
more a hindrance than a help, so the marshal withdrew that
first. It was followed by Verdier's infantry division, the gene-
ral kkaself having been very severely wounded. Legrand's
division formed the rear-guard, and his rear brigade, under
General Albert, had to maintain a brisk fight just as its last
battalions were on the point of entering the marsh. Once
they were in column, however, General Albert placed eight
guns to bring up the rear, and these as they retired fired
upon the enemy's advanced guard, causing it considerable
loss. His own guns, indeed, were only able to fire at rare
intervals, because after every round they had to face about
once to continue the pursuit, and once again to fire, and
these movements take time and cause a good deal of trouble
in a narrow space. Thus the Eussian artillery did us very
little damage in passing the marsh. Night was drawing on
when the French troops issued from the causeway, passed
Kliastitsi, and found themselves on the banks of the Drissa,
at the ford of Sivoshina, which they had crossed in the
morning in pursuit of the Russians, after beating them at
Kliastitsi.1 They had now taken their revenge, for, after
having killed and wounded 700 or 800 of our men on the
other* side of the marsh, they were in their turn driving us at
the sword's point. In order to put an end to the fighting
and give our army a little repose, Marshal Oudinot made it
cross the ford and encamp at Bieloe.

It was early in the night when our outposts on the
Drissa sent word that the enemy was crossing the stream.
Marshal Oudinot betook himself promptly to the spot, and
observed that eight Russian battalions, with fourteen guns on

[ * The topography here seems somewhat confused.   Sivoshina is some
miles to the south of Kliastitsi, and, as will be seen by reference to p. 234,,
the French had crossed the ford before the action at the latter place.]
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